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THE UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA 

TANZANIA COMMUNICATIONS REGULATORY AUTHORITY 

 

 

  

PUBLIC NOTICE 

3rd EDITION OF THE INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS UNION 

(ITU) INNOVATION CHALLENGES 2021 

The Tanzania Communications Regulatory Authority (TCRA) is a Government 
Agency established under the Tanzania Communications Regulatory Act No.12 

of 2003 to regulate the electronic communications, and Postal services, and 
management of the national frequency spectrum in the United Republic of 
Tanzania.  

TCRA is a member of International Telecommunications Union (ITU), which is a 
specialized agency for information and communication technologies (ICTs) on 

behalf of the United Republic of Tanzania.  

One year in, the COVID-19 crisis continues to have a significant impact on 
societies. It has exposed the fragility of the current economic system across the 
globe, but it has also provided a powerful lens to examine the underlying 

conditions that led to this fragility, and illuminated gaps in economic and 
social values chains, providing the opportunity to improve socioeconomic 
resilience and related issues. 

This year’s challenges, therefore, highlight the significance of digital 

innovations and communities fuelling COVID-19 resilience. Each challenge 
category focuses on a specific community — from youth to ecosystem builders 
— which is accelerating digital transformation during the pandemic and future-

proofing economies and societies. 

The ITU Innovation Challenges is an open competition platform for all 

ecosystem stakeholders to present their ideas and projects, empowering them 
to transform their communities into thriving digital societies. The following 

challenges will be launched in June, while additional challenges will be added 
at later stages. 
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1. Global South COVID-19 Digital Innovation Challenge (co-organized by the 
United Nations Office for South-South Cooperation (UNOSSC)) — will be 

launched on 2 June 2021 

This challenge seeks scalable innovative digital solutions that will: 

 Enable countries, societies, communities, institutions, and individuals 

from the Global South to deal with the cascading effects of the pandemic 
across governance, economy, social sectors and wellbeing; and 

 Contribute to the organizations’ respective focus on South-South 

Cooperation and digital technologies. 

Legally registered organizations/institutions from developing countries 1 are 

eligible to participate in this challenge. The challenge is open to governments, 
intergovernmental organizations, NGOs, private sector and start-ups, research 
institutions, academia, and civil society organization (CSOs). 

2. Generation Connect Video Pitch Challenge (co-organized by ITU’s Generation 

Connect programme) will be launched on 2 June 2021 

 This challenge seeks promising and meaningful ideas to connect the 

unconnected to close the digital divide, highlighting the importance of 
youth involvement. 

 Youth aged 18 to 30 years are eligible to participate in this challenge. 

Awards vary based on challenge category and sponsors. Up to 10 winners per 
challenge will be chosen by selection committees of experts.  

Detailed information about awards, application criteria and guidelines are 
available through https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Innovation/Pages/2021-ITU-

Innovation-Challenges.aspx 

For enquiries about the challenges, please email to Mohamed.Ba@itu.int 

Issued by: 

Director General, 

Tanzania Communications Regulatory Authority, 

Mawasiliano Towers, 

20 Sam Nujoma Road, 

P.O Box 474, 

14414, DAR ES SALAAM. 

Email: dg@tcra.go.tz 

https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Innovation/Pages/2021-ITU-Innovation-Challenges.aspx
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